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It was good to hear from you in your letter of 2 March. 

I have consulted my colleagues here on your proposal to teach a 
seminar at Yale on intelligence and covert action. All of us here 
share your general dismay and frustration over the irresponsible 
disclosures and the often serious misrepresentation of the Agency's 
work. However, we continue to believe that our best policy is not to 
seek additional publicity on intelligence matters, and particularly on 
covert action. Further, it definitely would be inappropriate for us 
to provide you with teaching materials and support which you requested. 

I think that you will agree that without the use of classified 
material in such a seminar, the treatment would be superficial and 
distorted, and could well end up helping only those who seek to project 
a distorted impression of what intelligence is all about. 

I- In short, I believe that it is best to maintain the traditional 

discipline of the intelligence profession and resist the temptation to 
go public. The basic judgments on the nation's intelligence apparatus 
must be made by the policymaking branches of government, and the Agency 
must take care to avoid the charge of lobbying on policy issues, parti- 
cularly those in which it is perceived to have a vested interest. There 
are already, I believe, encouraging signs that the public is beginning 
to understand that our intelligence operations cannot be effective if 
they are widely exposed. 

I hope this isn't too discouraging, but it does reflect the 
sentiments here. 

Thank you for your interest. 
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2 March 1976 


Lt. Gen. Vernon A. Walters 

Deputy Director of Central Intelligence 

Langley, Virginia 


Dear Gen. Walters t 

The purpose of this letter is to seek your informal support 
and that of the Agency for a seminar which I am proposing to teach 
as a guest lecturer during the • 76 -' 77 academic year to undergraduates 
at Yale University. The seminar will- be on the subject of intelligence 
and: covert aotion. The idea was proposed to me b^ldaughter who will 
be a senior at Yale in Sept and who is a student 'representative on the 
committee of her college which considers and seeks University 
approval of seminars. In the aftermath of Watergate, the Congressional 
investigations of the Agency, the Agee book, and all. the ether 
disasters whioh have befallen our Agency, my daughter feels, and I agree, 
that an objective and sympathetic course could be presented which 
would seek to place in; perspective allfchat has been said both good 
and bad^ about the Agency. 

In my opinion, a seminar on the subjeot of intelligence at a 
prestigious and influential institution like Yale would provide an 
excellent forum from which to explain thafcreasons for our existence 
and to correct many of the wrong impressions which have grown up 
about us and our Agency. Of course^ I am not at all sure that the 
University will accept my proposal,, and I have no id$e how much interest 
a seminar of this type would generate among the students. On both 
of these point® , however, I have- made some informal soundings and I 
am optimistic. 

Now, before formally proposing such a seminar to Yale( I have 
informally discussed it with the dean of my daughter^ college and 
have had an expression of his interest), I would like to have your 
views. Would the Agency be interested in having such a seminar take 
place? Would you provide support such as research materials for my 
lectures, possibly a guest speaker or two, films, books, OTR lesson 
plans or other materials whioh would have to be unclassified or 
declassified? In order to help you respond to these questions, I am 
enclosing a copy of my draft proposal for your review prior to 
submitting it to Yale. I realize that some of the reading material may 
seem heretical, but I believe that in an academic atmosphere, an 
objective presentation would have to draw upon the writings of our 
detractors as well as our supporters. Naturally, I would be willing 
to entertain your views as to other readings or subsit£utions which 
might be included in the course. 

I would very much appreciate your review of this proposal and 
youf informal views asjfeo the appropriateness and usefulness of suoh 
a seminar. I realize that neither you nor the Agencyjban or would give 
official sanction to my proposal and I am certainly not requesting such. 
Although the seminar will not be conducted until at leaCt the fall of 
’76, I must proceed within ♦ the next 2-3 weeks to submit my final 
proposal. I would therefore like to have your reply as soon as possible. 
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Title; Intelligence and covert action as vital elements of foreign and defense 

policies. ~] visiting lecturer; formerly an officer of the 

Central Intelligence Agency. 

Meeting; Two hours per week. 

Description; An examination of the United States Gbverament organization for the 

conduct of intelligence acquisition and analysis and for covert action 
operations. U.S. and Soviet intelligence organizations and methodswill 
be compared, and the legal and moral aspects of intelligence gathering 
and covert operations in ( peacetime will be explored. Various case histories 
of U.S. and Soviet operations in this field will be studied. No U.S. 
Gbvernmant classified information will be discussed or introduced. 

Readings; John Barron, KGB’ The Secret Work of Soviet Secret Agents 
Oleg Penkovskiy, The Penkovskiy Papers 
Allen Dulles, The Craft of Intelligence 
Agee , inside the Company 

Requirements; Oral reports and a term paper. 
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Lt* Oen Vernon A. Walters 
Deputy Director of Central Intelligence 
^ggar, Virginia 
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It was good to hear from you in your letter of 2 March. 

I have consulted my colleagues here on your proposal 
to teach a seminar at Yale on intelligence and covert action. 

All of us here share your general dismay and frustration over 
the irresponsible disclosures and the often serious misrepre- 
sentation of the Agency's work. However, we continue to 
believe that our best policy is not to seek additional 
publicity on intelligence matters, and particularly on 
covert action. For this reason we would hope to discourage 
you from proceeding with your plan to teach on this subject. 

It would also most definitely be inappropriate for us to provide 
you with the teaching materials and support which you requested. 
I am confident that we wobld be upheld in this judgment by 
the authorities in the Executive and Legislative Branches 
whose confidence and approval we must retain. 

I think that you will agree that without the use of 
classified material in such a seminar the treatment would 
be superficial and distorted, and could well end up helping 
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DRAFT LETTER 18 March 1976 
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only those who seek to project a distorted impression of 
what intelligence is all about. 

In short, I believe that it is best to maintain the 
traditional discipline of the intelligence profession and 
resist the temptation to go public. The basic judgments 
on the nation's intelligence apparatus must be made by the 
policymaking branches of government, and the Agency must 
take care to avoid the charge of lobbying on policy issues, 
particularly those in which it is perceived to have a vested 
interest. There are already, I believe, encouraging signs 
that the worst is over, and that Congress and the public 
are beginning to understand that our intelligence operations 
cannot be effective if they are publicized. 

I hope this isn't too discouraging, but it does reflect 
the sentiments here. 

Thank you for your interest. 


Faithful ly , 


Vernon A. Walters 
Lieutenant General, USA 
Deputy Director of Central Intelligence 
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It was good to hear from you in your letter of 2 March. 

I have consulted my colleagues here on your proposal 
to teach a seminar at Yale on intelligence and covert action. 
All of us here share your general dismay and frustration over 
the irresponsible disclosures and the often serious misrepre- 
sentation of the Agency’s xtfork. However, we continue to 
believe that our best policy is not to seek additional 
publicity on intelligence matters, and particularly on 
covert action. Ft)-n--this~ i^e-ason wciyuuld ;hope~ to discourage 


y -~p roc e e d i ng~i7 1 1 h your plan to teach on -this subject. 

, . T i-frif n ty be inappropriate for us to provide 

<T — ILLEGIB 

you with the teaching materials and support which you requested. 

£*• Qf ft-c on fident—th at ’we would be uphSTdr' in 'this judgment 

the -autho-r-lt in the Executive -and legislative Branche| 

wfo on ^~ -corif;id~ ence -^aiid approva 1 we~ "mus t retain. J 

i 

I think that you will agree that i\rithout the use oi 
classified material in such a seminar the treatment would 
be superficial and distorted, and could xvell end up helping 
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DRAFT LF.TTER 


18 March 1976 


only those who seek to project a distorted impression of 
what intelligence is all about. 

In short, I believe that it is best to maintain the 
traditional discipline of the intelligence profession and 
resist the temptation to go public. The basic judgments 
on the nation's intelligence apparatus must be made by the 
policymaking branches of government, and the Agency must 
take care to avoid the charge of lobbying on policy issues, 
particularly those in which it is perceived to have a vested 
interest. There are already, I believe, encouraging signs 


that fr feo worst- i s- orr sccg — emigres s ^and> the pub lie ^ 
/ S' 

s&g beginning to understand that our^ intelligence operatioij 



cannot be effective if they are 

I hope this isn't too discouraging’, but it does reflect 
the sentiments here. 

Thank you for your interest. 


ILLEGIB 


Faithfully, 


Vernon A. Walters 
Lieutenant General, USA 
Deputy Director of Central Intelligence 
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Lt. Gen. Vernon A. Walters 

Deputy Director of Central Intelligence 76 ■'/'//£. 

Langley, Virginia • ~ 


Dear Gen, Walters* 

The purpose of this letter is to seek your info rmal sup port 
and that of the Agency for a semina r which I.: .a m. -proposing to teach 
as..- a guest l ect urer du Hng ~'the * 70^*7 7 academic year to undergraduates 
at~T£ le U niversity.' the . 3 eaihar w llLb e on the subject ojf ^Inte^lgmce 
and covert action. The idea was proposed to me fey;- daughter whowill. 
be a= senior at Yale in Sept and who is a student 'representative on the 
committee of her college which considers and seeks University 
approval of seminars. In the aftermath of Watergate, the Congressional 
investigations of the Agency, the Agee book, and all. the 6th&r 
disasters which have befallen our Agency, my daughter feels, and I agree, 
that an objective and sympathetic course could be presented which 
would seek to place im perspective aliSthat has been said^boih good 
and bad about the Agency. 

In try opinion, a seminar on the subject of intelligence at a 
prestigious and influential institution like Yale would provide an 
excellent forum from which to explain thd^easons for our existence 
and to correct many of the wrong impressions which have grown up 
about us and our Agency* Of course-, I am not at all sure that the 
University will accept my proposal,, and I have no id% how much interest 
a seminar of this type would generate among the students. On both 
of these- points , however, I have- made some informal soundings and 1 
am optimistic. 

Now, before formally proposing such a seminar to Yale( I have 
informally discussed it with the dean of my daughter’s college and 
have had an expression of his interest), I would like to have your 
views. Would the A gen cy b e, interested in having such a semina r take 
place?,Would’ youZprpvide, suppQrt-jrojBT ^^ matefeTals 'for "my 

lectures,,. possibly a guest speaker or two, films, books, OTS^ssoh: 
plan^ f or oth er mat a rlaLs^whi ch;:W'6Uld.h avalta Jfra unclassili^jor 
Ae_c.lassifi&dJ In order to help you respond to theses questions, 1 am 
enclosing a copy of my draft proposal for your review prior to 
submitting it to Yale. I realize that some of the re a di n g material may 
seem heretical, but I‘ believe that in an. academic atmosphere, an 
objective presentation would have to draw upon the writings of our 
detractors as well as our supporters. Naturally, I would be willing 
to entertain your views as to other readings or substitutions which 
might be included in the course* 

j I wou ld very mu ch pr ppfi sal and 

your informiX~ vxew3~ asffio the appropriateness and usefuln ess of su ch 
V seminar. I realize" that neither you northe Agency^an or would give 
official sanction to my proposal and I am certainly not requesting such. 
Although the seminar will . not be conducted until at le^t the fall of 
’76, I must proceed within $ the next 2-3 weeks to submit my final 
proposal. I would therefore like to have your reply as soon as possible. 
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With best regards and good memories of your visits to my shop 
nost recently last spring I remain 
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Title: Intelligence and covert action as vital elements of foreign and defense 

visiting lecturer; formerly an officer of the 


policies* 


Central Intelligence Agency* 

Meeting: Two hours per week. , - 

Description: An examination of the United States Gbvernment organization for the 

conduct of intelligence acquisition and analysis and for covert action 
operations. U.S. and Soviet intelligence organizations and mathodswill 
be compared, and the legal and moral aspects of intelligence gathering; 
and covert operations in^ peacetime will be explored. Various case- histori 
of U.S. and Soviet operations in this field will be studied, No*U»S* 
Governmant classified information will be discussed or introduced. 
Headings: John BUrron, KGF The Secret Work of Soviet Secret Agents: 

Oleg Penkovskiy, The Penkovskiy Papers 
Allen Sulles, The Craft of Intelligence 
Agee , Inside the Company 

Requirements: Oral reports and a term paper. 
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